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a symbol, provided also that we arc prepared to accept
the expression as designating something that is only
divined and not yet clearly conscious.
Inasmuch as every scientific theory contains a hypo-
thesis, and therefore an anticipatory designation of a fact
still essentially unknown, it is a symbol Furthermore,
every psychological phenomenon is a symbol when we
are willing to assume that it purports, or signifies, some-
thing different and still greater, something therefore which
is withheld from present knowledge, This assumption
is absolutely possible to every consciousness which is
orientated to the deeper meaning of things, and to the
possibilities such an attitude enfolds. Such an assumption
is impossible only for this same consciousness when it has
itself contrived an expression, merely to contain or affirm
just as much as the purpose of its creation intended, as
for example a mathematical term, For another conscious-
ness, however, this restriction does not exist at all. It can
also conceive the mathematical term as a symbol of an
unknown psychic fact concealed within the purpose of its
production, in so far as this fact is clemonstrably unknown
to the man who created the semiotic expression, and
therefore could not be the object of any conscious use.
Whether a thing is a symbol or not depends chiefly
upon the attitude of the consciousness considering it; as
for instance, a mind that regards the given fact not merely
as such but also as an expression of the yet unknown,
Hence it is quite possible for a man to produce a fact
which does not appear in the least symbolic to himself,
although profoundly so to another* The converse is also
possible. There are undoubtedly products whose sym-
bolical character not merely depends upon the attitude
of the considering consciousness, but manifests itself
spontaneously in a symbolical effect upon the regarding
subject. Such products are so fashioned that they must